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POLICE PAY CLAIM - COMMENT BY MEMBER FOR ALBANY 

590. Mr R.F. JOHNSON to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services: 
I refer to the article on the front page of today’s Albany Advertiser newspaper, under the headline “He Said 
What?”  The article reported the member for Albany as saying that the police pay claim could not be funded due 
to a cost blow-out on a local project.  

(1) Are these comments by the member for Albany true? 

Mr P.B. Watson:  No. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I continue - 

(2) Is it the government’s position that the police pay claim cannot be met by the minister’s government 
due to extraordinary cost blow-outs? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
(1) The member for Albany, by interjection, quite correctly answered the first question when he said, “No.”  

He was the one who made the comments, and if he has been misreported, I hope that the newspaper will 
have - 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I hope that the newspaper will give a fairer report, because clearly the member for 
Albany has indicated that that is not what he said. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I ask the minister to take a seat.  I know that all members want to make a quick 
comment on the question, but it is not their opportunity to do so.  The member for Hillarys has a limited capacity 
to do so, but no-one else. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Mr Speaker, in answer to the second part of the question - 

(2) Clearly I, as Minister for Police and Emergency Services, and this government want the police to have a 
good pay increase, but we want to do it in a way that is sustainable.  When members opposite were in 
government, they simply did things that they thought were a political fix and they ultimately ran five 
deficits out of eight budgets.  They left a hole approaching $500 million and could not even afford to 
put petrol in police cars.  That was their mismanagement, because they did not manage their budgets 
properly.  We will not only give police a good pay increase, but also make sure that it is sustainable and 
that the budget is managed properly. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call to order the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the members for South Perth, 
Murdoch and Murray. 
 


